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Déjà vu Spirit Reunion
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri
Ste. Genevieve County
Costumed “Spirits” in Ste. Genevieve’s old Memorial Cemetery annually arise from their final
resting place to tell the story of their lives. The Déjà vu Spirit Reunion features a variety of former
residents of historic Ste. Genevieve telling stories about the early settlers buried here.
This annual event has taken place for about 20 years and is sponsored by the Foundation for
Restoration of Ste. Genevieve. In 2007, the Déjà vu Spirit Reunion was awarded the Missouri Governors’
Humanities Award for outstanding community heritage. The spirits continue to reappear each fourth
Saturday in October in Ste Genevieve’s Memorial Cemetery.
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri’s oldest permanent European settlement, was settled by the French in
the 1700s. After moving to higher ground in the later 1700s, inhabitants established Missouri’s oldest
permanent cemetery in 1787. It includes the tombs and grave markers of the area’s earliest French
pioneers, other European emigrants, African American slaves and freemen, Native Americans, and even
a mass grave for victims of a steamboat explosion. From 3,500 to 5000 people were buried in this
cemetery with most burials marked with long-gone wooden crosses, although many impressive stone
monuments still mark important gravesites.

By the early 1880’s the cemetery was deemed full and

closed.
These early settlers may be dead, but their stories of hardship or fame live on with the retelling
of their tales. Guests at the annual Spirit Reunion are eager to tour the cemetery via lantern light, chat
“face to face” with these friendly spirits clad in traditional dress, and enjoy a hauntingly good time.
Visitors on the night of the Déjà vu Spirit Reunion might find out about a US Senator who has been
buried three different times, hear about a Civil War colonel who died at the battle of Shiloh, or meet the
“spirit” of Missouri’s first US Representative. A variety of spirits portraying the well-to-do, or the not so
well-to-do, residents of Ste. Genevieve before 1880 share their stories.
One of the earlier burials in Memorial Cemetery was for Vital St. Gemme Beauvais who died in
1821. In 1792 he completed the construction of his vertical log home on Main Street. This building is one
of three in Ste. Genevieve, five in the United States, that still stands having no foundation. The vertical
logs were placed directly in the ground. That same year a young boy named Henri Marie Brackenridge
arrived from Pittsburgh. His parents had sent him to live with friends of the family located in Ste.
Genevieve to learn French. Later in life he wrote a book about his recollection of life with the St. Gemmes
which paints a child’s vision about what life was like, what they ate, how they spent their time, and what
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happened at Christmas. When he returned to Ste. Genevieve as an adult in 1821 to visit, no one was at
home, but across the street the whole town seemed to be at a party. It was Zuzu St. Gemme’s wedding
party!
Also, at the Spirit Reunion, guests might hear the story of Samuel “Englishman,” at least that is
what he called himself since he did not know his last name. He was a hunter and trapper from Virginia
who went to St. Louis to help defend Fort San Carlos in 1780. This was one of the last battles of the
Revolutionary War. Later he brought small pox back from a hunting trip and was buried in this cemetery.
Francois Leclerc came to Ste. Genevieve to serve as secretary and scribe for Francois Valle, the
commandant for this territory. From 1771 to 1784 he composed thousands of documents for Valle. At
that time Ste. Genevieve was located right along the Mississippi River, and when Leclerc died, he was
buried in a cemetery there. Frequent flooding caused the residents to move to higher ground, its present
location. In 1793 Leclerc’s body was moved to Memorial Cemetery where he tells his tale each October.
Around the turn of the eighteenth-century, Ste. Genevieve had no doctor, and the threat of small
pox caused the commandant to bar travel both in and out of town. He advertised for a doctor. Dr. Walter
Fenwick arrived in 1801. Unfortunately, Ste. Genevieve’s only doctor was killed in 1811 in dual! Come
find out how this came about. His house still stands across the street from Memorial Cemetery’s entrance.
One of the few Frenchmen to arrive directly from France was Pierre Charles Delassus de Luzieres.
He had been a confidant of the King Louis XVI. Because of the French Revolution, it was time for him to
leave Paris. The King told de Luzieres about real estate available in the United States. At first, he tried to
settle in Pittsburg, but the land deal there was a scam. When de Luzieres came to this area, he founded
New Bourbon and hoped that others who had been scammed would follow; however, they did not. At its
peak New Bourbon had a population of only about 500. At the time of the Louisiana Purchase, De Luzieres’
son Carlos was Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana and signed documents turning the Territory over
to the United States.
Joseph Bogy came to Ste. Genevieve in 1805. This very involved man helped translate the
Louisiana Purchase from French to English, helped draft the Missouri constitution, was a Justice of the
Peace, a Missouri senator, and had a mercantile store at Merchant and Second Streets. He has a
fascinating story to tell!
Come hear John Scott brag about graduating from Princeton University at age 20. The next year he moved
here with his family and set a law practice, the first to practice law in Ste. Genevieve continuously. After
Ste. Genevieve banned the La Guignolee because some commissioners considered it disgraceful, he
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represented the troupe and got the annual New Year’s Eve tradition of going from place to place singing
a song requesting food and drink reestablished. At the age of 31 he successfully ran for the US legislature
when Missouri first became a state. Ask him what happened after that!
Ste. Genevieve also was home to Missouri’s “Model Senator,” Dr. Lewis F. Linn. He was renowned
for his ability to get along with both sides of the political spectrum. He studied medicine in Louisville,
Kentucky, and during the War of 1812, he served as a surgeon for the army. After he moved to Ste.
Genevieve, he became especially interested in cholera and was known as somewhat of an expert on it.
Besides serving as a physician, Linn was appointed to the US Senate in 1842 and was then reelected two
times. He sponsored a bill with Thomas Hart Benton to give 640 acres to settlers in the west; therefore,
there are a number of places out there named Linn. During the cholera epidemic of 1843, Linn returned
to Ste. Genevieve where he suffered an aneurism and died. Naturally, he was buried in Memorial
Cemetery, but he did not rest in peace. By the early 1900’s, the cemetery had become quite weedy and
overgrown. A model senator should not be buried in such a state, and so he was moved nearby to the
new Valle Springs Cemetery. Well, by the 1930’s the old cemetery had been cleaned up, and so in 1938
Senator Linn was buried for the third time – his coffin was exhumed and moved back to Memorial
Cemetery. His almost 100-year-old corpse was remarkably preserved in his air-tight, lead-lined coffin, and
people lined up to view his face through the window in the lid. Come see what he has to say now!
Genevieve Schwab, Caroline Speak, Barbara Okenfuss and other spirits all bemoan the fact that
they or family members died of cholera in the mid-1800’s. Drinking water was commonly procured from
creeks in oak buckets. Those buckets were kept in the kitchen where the family used a common ladle for
drinks. Cholera bacteria grew readily in the warm water. Often the victims first noticed feeling very tired
and having diarrhea. The next day they may have become very thirsty, and the following day they were
dead. In 1857 a cholera epidemic swept the town again, with 14 victims buried the same day as Genevieve
Schwab. She has a sad story to tell.
Even a bank robber was buried here with honor, sort of. Actually, J. Felix St. James (nee St.
Gemme) was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Union Army. In 1861, Merchant’s Bank held a considerable
amount of money that the Union did not wish to have fall into Confederate hands. St. James led a force
to protect the deposits in this local bank. They arrived by riverboat, removed the money, and continued
north by boat to St. Louis.
The proud president of Merchant’s Bank at that time was Firman Rozier - until the money was
removed. His father was Ferdinand Rozier, who had come to Ste. Genevieve in 1811 with John James
Audubon to establish a mercantile store. That relationship did not last for long, however, because
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Audubon was busy painting birds out in the woods. Firman may be present to tell what he thought about
the raid on his bank.
The last person to be buried in Memorial Cemetery actually died long after it was closed. Madam
Odile Valle wished to be buried next to her wealthy husband, Felix Valle. She agreed to donate land for
the new cemetery plus three fourths of the money needed to build a new brick Catholic Church in
exchange for being buried with her husband. Somehow room was made to accommodate her. Come
hear this influential lady’s story.
The family friendly living history program, “A Spirit Reunion,” provides visitors with an intimate
look into the lifestyles and happenings in Missouri’s oldest town during the 18th and 19th centuries. Hear
their stories told in first person back in the place where they were buried many, many years ago. Some
spirits reappear each October while others may make periodic appearances. Who will be resurface this
year? Come visit and find out…
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Figure 1 - Spirit Reunion Spirits.

Figure 2 - US Representative John Scott.
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Figure 3 - Senator Lewis Linn.
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Figure 4 - Talking to the Spirits.
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Figure 5 - Papin Spirit and Hunter.
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Figure 6 - Mother and daughter.

