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NSDAR Rachel Donelson Chapter
Springfield, Missouri
Greene County
The Rachel Donelson Chapter is part of the National and State organization of the Daughters of
the American Revolution. The DAR, founded in 1890 and headquartered in Washington, D.C., is a nonprofit, non-political volunteer women's service organization dedicated to promoting patriotism,
preserving American history, and securing America's future through better education for children. Any
woman age 18 years or older is eligible to become a member, regardless of race, religion, or ethnic
background, who can prove lineal descent from a patriot who assisted with the American Revolution.
The Rachel Donelson Chapter was organized on June 21, 1910, at the home of Organizing Regent,
Mrs. Leonora McGregor Barbour, 780 E. Elm (now 1030 E. Elm). She was installed by the State Regent,
Marie Elizabeth Watkins Oliver, who designed the Missouri State flag. There were 27 charter members of
the chapter:
Mrs. Mary Parrish Adams
Mrs. Leonora McGregor Barbour
Mrs. Nettie Porter Blain
Mrs. Hattie Leach Chalfant
Mrs. Bennie Parrish Clements
Mrs. Mamie Campbell Cope
Mrs. Lulu Brunt Dawson
Mrs. Louisa Hubble Dickerson
Mrs. Ethel Eaton Fellows
Mrs. Hattie Hubbell Frazer
Mrs. Henrietta Bodge Geiger
Mrs. Iza May Berry Heer
Miss Agnes Fulton Hubbell

Mrs. Mina Leach Hubbell
Miss Ruth Shelton Hubbell
Miss Emily Jane Hubble
Miss Sarah Florence Hubble
Miss Helen McGregor
Mrs. Gladys Williams McGregor
Mrs. Harriet Shuler McGregor
Miss Sarah Elizabeth Parrish
Miss Isabel Violet Shepard
Mrs. Josephine Trull Sheppard
Miss Margaret Sheppard
Miss Virginia Williams

Mrs. Barbour named the chapter Rachel Donelson after the wife of John Donelson (her greatgreat grandfather), a Colonel in the Revolutionary War and a member of the House of Burgesses. Rachel
Stockley Donelson was also the mother of Rachel Donelson Robards, wife of Andrew Jackson.
Some of the past accomplishments of the chapter over the past 110 years have been: immediately
the members started a genealogical department at the Carnegie Library. During WWI, members knitted
1,872 items for servicemen and made jelly, which were sent to soldiers in hospitals. The Red Cross Canteen
Committee took care of traveling soldiers. The chapter rented and furnished a house for hospital use and
removed ill soldiers from trains. Members contributed 2,864 hours to the Red Cross War effort. In
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addition, the chapter adopted a French orphan named Somonne Sement. Again, during WWII, members
were active in the war effort. The Red Cross committee sewed pajamas for the servicemen at the O'Reilly
Hospital in Springfield. They made buddy bags (contained buttons, thread, needles, and safety pins) and
volunteered many hours to the war effort.
One of the objectives is that of Historic Preservation. Over the years, Rachel Donelson Chapter
has marked six graves of Revolutionary War Soldiers in the Springfield area as well as two graves in other
states. The chapter has marked the graves of eleven wives or daughters of soldiers. Additionally, the
chapter marked the grave of Nathan Boone, the youngest son of Daniel and Rebecca Boone who
homesteaded in Ash Grove, MO. The last marker to be dedicated was a Centennial Marker placed June
10, 2006, at 1030 E. Elm St. in Springfield, MO. This was the location of the first Rachel Donelson meeting
in the home of Organizing Regent, Mrs. Leonora Barbour.
The chapter meets monthly except for July and August. Every meeting begins with the Pledge to
Allegiance to the Flag, singing of the National Anthem, and reciting the Preamble to the Constitution and
The American's Creed. Each meeting features a program with topics focusing on the three DAR objectives
of Patriotism, Education and Historic Preservation. Programs have covered a wide variety of interesting
topics from the Battle of Lexington and Concord, the suffragette movement and women's right to vote,
the vanishing honeybee, patriotic music performed by a home school orchestra, history of the Ozarks,
service dogs, women's health, member sharing of vintage items such as something from the kitchen, a
quilt, or vintage toys, and much, much more. Shown is a photo of a program given by members entitled
“Martha Washington’s Dream”, a play about seven Revolutionary War Heroines.
In addition to monthly meetings, there is an annual State Conference to include all Missouri
chapters and a National Continental Congress held at Headquartered in Washington, D.C. (In 2020, due
to COVID, the State Conference had to be canceled and Continental Congress was held by virtual means).
Much of our work is accomplished through over 30 committees with reports given at meetings and special
activities throughout the year. The year starts with the celebration of Constitution Week with the signing
of a Proclamation by the Mayor, display at our local library, and ringing of bells.
Other committees are involved with promoting a history essay contest among area elementary
and secondary school students with winners given a certificate and a cash award. JROTC students are
given medals and recognized at their school assemblies. An annual JROTC Scholarship in the amount of
$1000 is given to a local student. Veterans are recognized for their service and we support the veterans
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at Mt. Vernon Veterans Home with the fulfillment of a wish list for several veterans at Christmas. Funds
are raised to support the DAR Schools. Members of the community are recognized with Community
Service Awards, Historic Preservation awards and Medals of Honor. Students are recognized with Good
Citizen Awards. Community Classroom committee selects a Title I classroom to whom we donate much
needed school items. Literacy Promotion collects and donates books to area hospitals and other youth
agencies. New this year is the America 250! Committee. As America approaches its 250th Anniversary, we
want to honor the patriot ancestors of all of our members. Rachel Donelson members and their patriots
are being recognized each month.
A very important part of each chapter is the Registrar and other volunteer genealogists who assist
women who are interested in joining DAR to find the needed documentation which is submitted with the
application to become a member. Current membership for Rachel Donelson is 215. The chapter Chaplain
conducts an annual Memorial Service for any member who has died during the previous year. The chapter
participates in various holiday recognitions, such as Memorial Day Services at the National Cemetery,
Veteran's Day recognition and parade, 4th of July parade and Wreaths Across America.
Members are very involved with service activities through Rachel Donelson chapter as well as
volunteering with agencies in their community. They include volunteering at Mt. Vernon Veteran's Home
and other nursing homes, Crosslines and other food pantries, church related activities, Lost and Found
Grief Center, Boys & Girls Club, Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child, Wilson's Creek Battlefield,
schools, other lineage societies, and more. Rebecca Lechner, Rose Jones, Susan Frame and Fran Back
made 170 masks, which were donated to the Mt. Vernon Veterans Home. Diane Toom and Fran Black
made 100 masks, which were sent to a company in Ohio and a United Way in New Mexico.
DAR promotes an annual Day of Service on or around October 11, in recognition of the date of
the founding of DAR, during which members of chapters work together on a project. In 2020, Rachel
Donelson members volunteered at Convoy of Hope, an international non-profit which is headquartered
in Springfield. The evening of October 13, chapter members along with other area volunteers, put
together 2,250 hygiene packages to be sent to disaster areas. Convoy of Hope serves hundreds of
thousands of individuals all over the world through their Children's Feeding, Women's Empowerment,
Agriculture, Community Events, Rural Compassion and Disaster Services Initiatives.
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We could mention much more volunteer work that Rachel Donelson chapter members do, but it
is for the above listed endeavors that we believe our chapter deserves to be counted in the “snap shot”
of Missouri Legacy organizations.
Thank you for your time and consideration
Margaret Teague, Regent 2020-2022
Pat Haas, Vice Regent 2020-2022
Rachel Donelson Chapter, NSDAR
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Figure 1 - Centennial Marker, June 10, 2006. L-R: Melba Rector, Patti Winget, Helen Smith, Fran Black, Sally

Figure 2 - Martha Washington’s Dream: play about seven Revolutionary War Heroines. Seven members of our chapter, dressed
in colonial attire to share how women helped, fought, spied and died for the Revolutionary cause.
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Figure 3 - Display for Constitution Week for 2020 created by chair Dr. Anita Philbrick.

Figure 4 - Literacy Promotion Chair, Carolyn Haseltine, with her display.
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Figure 5 - Shown are 80 masks sewn by chapter member Sharon Schreiner, which were distributed in Western Kansas.

Figure 6 - Rachel Donelson chapter volunteers at the Convoy of Hope facility. Front row: Susan Frame, Brenda Whisenant, Pat
Haas, Micki Dischinger, Kathy Firl Back row: Mary Christiano, Sally Bueno, Fran Black, and Janie Pendergraft.

